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Organised by the Birmingham Science Fiction Group 
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PROGRESS REPORT 3 
JULY 1979 


Along with this PR you. should find copies of your Hotel Booking form and your Hotel 
Reservation card. Please complete these as quickly as possible and return them to 
Stan Eling, 124 Galton Road, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands B67 5JS. DO NOT SEND 
THEM BACK TO THE HOTEL! As you will probably already have noticed, the room rates have 
been increased to incorporate the additional 7% VAT. 


Plans for NOVACON 9 are coming along nicely - one problem we have had is that YOUNG 
FRANKENSTEIN will not be shown as we promised in the last PR. Apparently, they 
accepted our booking and then someone discovered it had been already booked out to 
another society. Strange, isn't it, that no matter how early the films are booked 
for conventions, something goes wrong - either a double booking is discovered or the 
film never shows up at the con. Film hire companies must be leading contenders 

‘for honours in the Inefficiency Stakes! A replacement film is under consideration. 


Some of you may have heard rumours that there would be no Art Show at this year's 
NOVACON - the rumour probably stemming from the fact that we did consider dropping 
the artshow. With Seacon 79 being the choice place to sell the best artwork, it 

seemed that artwork shown at NOVACON would be the remnants of unwanted, unsaleable 


Just Published 


An Infnte Summer 
CHRISTOPHER PRIEST 


An Infinite Summer e Whores e Palely Loitering 
The Watched e The Negation 


From the author of 4 Dream of Wessex and The Space Machine — both very highly praised — 
comes this collection of five extraordinary stories, each dealing in its different way with 
the themes of human love and sexuality, of innocence and corruption. 


John Fowles has described Christopher Priest as ‘one of our most gifted and poetic 
young writers of science fiction’, and this collection of stories — distinct in tone from his 
novels but complementary to them — consolidates that reputation. £5.25 
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OPENING TIMES 10 am- 6pm; THURSDAY 10am-7pm TEL: 01 836 4179 
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LondonsNewestScienceFiction andComicBook Shop! 
23DenmarkSt.,LondonWCe - Just off Charing X Rd. 


IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
A SIGNING BY 
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items. Apparently, this will not be the case. One artist alone, a Mr J G Rigg, will 
be displaying several pieces that he assures us will not be displayed at SEACON! Our 
very own Group Chairman, David Hardy, has also assured us of new material - even if he 
has to paint them specifically for the Con! Providing we give him plenty of notice - 
at least 24 hours, he'll turn out a few to display. Eddie Jones is also displaying - 
he's expecting a couple of hundred paintings back from Germany in October (presumably 
last month's TERRA ASTRA covers). Hopefully, there will be something for every taste. 


Plans for the programme book include Chris Priest's alternative ending to INVERTED 
WORLD - first world publication! This will be supported by Andrew Stephenson's 
original illustrations for the US hardcover - different artwork than those published 
in the UK edition. This will be the first publication in the UK. We think these two 
items alone will make this year's Programme Book a very collectable object. Dealers 
who may be interested in purchasing extra copies after the convention might like to 
drop us a line.... 


IMPORTANT - we are not having a banquet at this year's NOVACON, so anyone wishing to 
eat in the Hotel restaurant on the Saturday evening should consider booking a table 
prior to the convention. Leave it until the con and you may get in OK - then again 
you might find the hotel restaurant fully booked (and you know what it's like trying 
to find a decent eating house in Birmingham on a Saturday night!). We've arranged 
with the hotel to reserve all the tables in the restaurant for the Saturday night. 


There's now only 3 months till NOVACON 9 - have you planned your Fancy Dress costume 
yet? No! Why not? Ve insist you haf a costume! 


We still have not received any team names for the Science Fiction University Challenge 
- come on, what's wrong with you - don't leave it till you get to Novacon. We need 
teams of three - please let us have team names as soon as possible. We hope to get the 
questions sorted out early, send a duplicate set to NOVACON 9 WEST in America and have 
Some sort of play off between the winning team in America and the winning team from 
Britain. 





NEW REGISTRATIONS F 


Those registered since the last PR, plus a couple who got missed off the bottom of the 
page last time (sorry folks!) are:- 


40 Janice Maule 140 Richard Cooper 165 Anne Page 

80 Hugh Mascetti 141 Dave French 166 M Keable 

117 Ian Williams 142 Tony Rogers 167 M Caulton 

118 Paul Wilson 143 Peter Wareham 168 Chris Walton 
119 Joy Hibbert 144 Blair Wilkins 169 Steve Skwarek 
120 Joseph Nicholas 145 Paul Begg 170 Martin Jenkins 
121 Chris Barlow 146 Judith Begg 171 Neil Caron 

122 David Breen 147 Ken Slater 172 Chris Southern 
123 Patricia Gardener 148 Stuart Andrews 173 Jenny Southern 
124 Linda Williams 149 Colin Langeveld 174 Gary Morris 
125 Graham James 150 Joan Langeveld 175 Susie Forth 
126.Mark Craske 151 Philip James 176 Neil Talbot 
127 Julian Headlong 152 Ian Watson 177 Robert Day 

128 Bob Whitaker - 153 Laurence Miller 178 L Lambourne 
129 Mike Gray 154 Jackie Miller 179 Dave Hardy 
130 Colin Lester 155 John Meaney 180 Bernard Earp 
131 Phil Rogers 156 Alec Lewis 181 Edgar Belka 
.132 Bruce Saville 157 Glenys Lewis 182 Jeff Suter 

133 Chris Holmes 158 Greg Pickersgill 183 Simon Butcher 
134 John Brosnan ` 159 Simone Walsh 184 Eddie Stachelski 
135 Charlotte Bulmer 160 John Jarrold 185 Fred Ingham 
136 Mike Meara 161 M B Squires 186 Sandy Brown 
137 Pat Meara 162 Jean Sherward 187 Yvonne Jenkins 
138 Jim Barker 163 Paul Blackwell 
.139 Judy Mortimore 164 Ken Mann Rog Peyton 


19 Eves Croft, 
Bartley Green, 
Birmingham, 
Boas J 


